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BASILICA OF THE HOLY CROSS IN JERUSALEM

THE CHAPEL OF THE RELICS OF THE
PASSION

The present day "Sancﬂalsr of the Cross”- that’s how
John Paul 1 called it during the ral visit on
of March 1979- was realized in the old Sacristy of
the Basilica according to the plan by the architect F
stano Di Fausto.
The idea ﬂmt(_pemaatﬂ the work is that of the pilgri-
mage to the Calvary, musing over the mysmg of ﬂ
e by ) el et et h‘;"’“m;g
exp mbols way: -
ﬁ:&&d theen{ranc:}: Htthl!hﬂ‘l'mmg ofﬂ'cgleﬂ sle of

ilica - you find yourself in a meditative atmosphe
and a flight of steps leads you to the Vestibu il
up on the steps, you go over the Passion of Christ agais
wiﬂtmestaﬁnnﬁufthe{:mﬁnubmwmhg
Giovanni Nicolini) and quotations from the New Testa-
ment and from the Liturgy of the Good Friday. Finally,
from the Vestibule, beyond a rood-screen, you see the
Relics, kept in six ous shrines, wholly or partly
realized during the 19th cent. in order to replace the old
ones forfeited in 1798 by the Roman Republic. The
Chapel is made of polychrome marbles, enriched by the
artistic stained mwmdnwsmdﬂwmmﬁ;;jphmed
by Corrado Mezzano. It was op in 1930 and
; finished in 19

admire the “Veronica”, a copy of one of the mast wor-
shiped icons in Russia. It’s the true icon of Christ and
m illﬂ _ By
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